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@ Training Update

Dear Researchers and Staff,

Each semiannual review cycle, researchers and staff mem-
bers dedicate time and attention to the LACUC oversight process.
Spring 2009 semiannual reviews have concluded, and it is a plea-
sure to report mostly positive findings across the board.

@ Transfers & MTAs

Everyone involved in the inspection process deserves acco- @ Rodent Weaning
lades for your efforts in maintaining consistently high compliance
standards for animal welfare. Researchers - I want to thank you
for your sincere and conscientious interaction with auditors
during inspections. Staff members - I want to thank, you for
consistently taking the lead as facilitators, guides, and educators.

Library Update

Antibody

. : . : Production
Fall 2009 semiannual reviews will begin soon, and I look,

forward to another successful season. Thank you again.
Welcome and

Congratulations
Sincerely,

Dr. Denise Capozzi, Protocol

Renewals

Facts,
Reminders, and
Tips
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Animal Transfers and MTAs

FrankJenkins, PhD., IACUC Chair
Associ ate Professor, Depar tment of Pathol ogy-School
of Medicine, Department of | nfecti ous Diseasesand
Microbiology - School of Public Health, University of
Pittsburgh Cancer Inditute.

www.iacuc.pitt.edu/Training/IACUCTrainingChart.pdf Theuseof transgeniceni malsinresearch hasexpl oded
— over thelast severa years. Increasingly, theuseof these
\ animals has required an approved Material Transfer
Rodent Breeding / Weaning Agreement (MTA). ThemqorﬂyofthgseMTAsstmulate
that theanima smay only beusad by theinvestigator named
. _ inthe MTA and that they may not betransferred to other
member to wean your animals on time based ies Inord that MTA followed. th
upon the approved weaning period listed in EAES NG T I0ETELE sarefoliowed, thus
Attachment 5 of your IACUC protocol. protecting both theinvestigator and the University, the
IACUC-approved Animal Transfer Form has been
amended to include a section on MTAs. It is the
0 investigator’sresponsibility to ensure that any animal
transferred from their protocol to another investigator’s
K www.iacuc.pitt.edu/sop/RodentBreeding.pdf / protocol doesnot violatethetermsof anexisting M TA.

If you maintain a breeding colony, please re-

Click here for the full (revised) version of the
rodent breeding/weaning policy.
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www.iacuc.pitt.edu/Training/IACUCTrainingChart.pdf
www.iacuc.pitt.edu/sop/RodentBreeding.pdf
www.iacuc.pitt.edu/Forms_DLAR/TransferForm.doc
www.hsls.pitt.edu
http://pittcat.hsls.pitt.edu
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Custom Antibody Production

FrankJenkins, PhD., IACUC Chair
Assodi ate Professor, Depar tment of Pathol ogy-School
of Medicine, Department of | nfecti ous Diseasesand
Microbiology - School of Public Health, Universty of
Pittsburgh Cancer Inditute

NIH considersthe production of custom antibodiesto
be animal manipulation and requires approval of this
activity by theUniversity IACUC. Custom antibodies
are those that the investigator contracts or pays a
company to produce (as opposed to “off the shelf”
antibodies available to al customers). Thus, if an
investigator sendsaprotein or peptide to acompany
or paysacompany to produce aprotein or peptideto
serveasantigen for antibody production, that congtitutes
a custom antibody. The IACUC requires that the
company have NIH assurance in order to produce
custom antibodies purchased by University funds.
Most U.S. companieshavethisassurance number listed
ontheir web siteor it can be obtained by calling the
company. The current IACUC protocol form has a
section that asks if custom antibodies will be
congtructed. If theanswer isyes, theinvestigator must
provide the company name and NIH assurance

WEL O

Please join us in welcoming Ms. Tracy Bruno, BS,
LATG to RCCO's Education and Compliance
Office. Tracy will take the lead on Quality
Assurance Reviews and will also participate in
major aspects of our education and compliance
programs.

welcome aboard, Tracy!

number. Approval of thel ACUC protocol constitutes
approval for the custom antibody production.

If theinvestigator decidesto have acustom antibody
produced, and it is not part of an approved IACUC
protocol, then theinvestigator isrequired to send an
email tothel ACUC(iacuc@pitt.edu) identifying the
custom antibodies, the name and location of the
company, and the NIH assurance number. Once
approved, thel ACUC officewill send theinvestigator
a letter granting approval for the custom antibody
production.

Failureto obtain |ACUC approval for custom antibody
production constitutesaprotocol violation and will be
investigated by the compliance office and brought to
theattention of the|ACUC.

O)

Congratulations

to CHP researchers and staff
on a successful move tnto a
beautiful state-of-the-art
building!
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FrankJenkins, PhD., IACUC Chair
Associ ate Professor, Department of Pathol ogy-School
of Medicine, Department of | nfecti ous Diseasesand
Microbiology - School of Public Health, University of
Pittsburgh Cancer Inditute.

We are required to ensure that all animals at the
University of Pittsburgh are covered by an IACUC-
approved protocol. Asaresult, it isimperative that
| ACUC protocolsberenewed prior to their expiration
dates. Noticesof renewal are sent to Plsat 90, 60, and
30-day increments prior to protocol expiration. If a
protocol expiresand there are animalson sitethat are
covered by the expired protocol, the animals must be
confiscated by the DLAR. During confiscation, the
research team isdenied accessto theanimals. Upon
confiscation, anima smay not be manipul ated except for
routine husbandry. DLAR staff will perform any
husbandry, and the Pl will becharged for these services.
In addition, the per diem ratefor holding confiscated
animalsishigher than normal rates. Theincreased cost
isto cover the additional timeand effort expended by
DLARdgaff. Any cogtsincurred asaresult of confiscating
animals cannot be charged to grantsand must be borne
by departmental funds. Aninvestigator may prevent
confiscation by transferring animalsto another IACUC
approved protocol, but only if 1) the animals to be

( Fact \

Semiannual inspections are required by
federal law (PHS Policy IV.B 1-5).

Reminder

]

Cage cards must be complete and legible.

]

Reminder

Research groups are responsible for cleaning
and sanitizing procedure rooms after each
use.

Protocol Renewals and Animal Transfers

transferred belong to the species and strain already
approved intherecipient protocol; and 2) theanimals
havenot been previoudy manipulated. Further, thistype
of trandfer isoneway; theanima smay not betransferred
back totheoriginal protocol oncethetransfer hasbeen
approved.

If aprotocol undergoesathree-year renewal, it receives
anew protocol number. ItisthePl’sresponsibility to
ensurethat the cage cards of any animalscovered under
therenewed protocol are modified to reflect the new
protocol number. Further, any animasthat belongedto
theold protocol must betransferred to the new protocol.
Thisisachieved by submitting atransfer protocol request
totheDLAR (trandfer@dlar.pitt.edu). Animal transfers
must be compl eted prior to the expiration of the old
protocol. Click thislink to obtain atransfer request
form:www.iacuc.pitt.edu/Forms_DLAR/
TrandferForm.doc. Pleasefed freeto contact meif you
have any questionsregarding these policies (412-623-
3233/ jenkinsfj@upmc.edu).

Tip ®

For DEA questions, contact the Pittsburgh
District DEA Office: 1781 McKees Rocks Rd.
Pittsburgh, PA 15136
(412) 777-1870
Tip (412) 777-1880 (fax)

For lab signage, contact the Education and
Compliance Office:
jac73@pitt.edu

Tip

When is it due? The original approval date

(year / month) of your IACUC protocol is found

in the first four digits of your protocol number.
For example, protocol 0701999 was approved
January 07. Annual and three-year renewal
deadlines are based on the original approval date.
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http://grants.nih.gov/grants/olaw/references/phspol.htm#FunctionsoftheInstitutionalAnimalCareandUseCommittee
www.iacuc.pitt.edu/iac_abouttrng.htm#DEA
www.iacuc.pitt.edu/iac_abouttrng.htm#DEA
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